
A pictorial 

window onto 

some of the 

changes that 

have happened 

over the past 

900 years



900 years old and still going strong
Archaeological excavations in 2001 when the church floor was replaced  

have confirmed the original ground plan of the 12th century church. Earliest 

written records indicate the church was already there in 1169 AD



Change change change

Records and 

buildings 

indicate how 

the church has 

changed and 

adapted over 

the centuries to 

meet the 

changing 

needs of our 

community .. 



The Font

Although we donôt have an pictures of the medieval structure there are some 

things in the church that are centuries old. The Font is one of the oldest items in 

the Church. Constructed in the 15th Century it depicts Jesus and the disciples. 

The disciples can be identified by the symbols they carry.

This is a reminder that as we are baptised to be followers of Jesus Christ.

Its position has been moved from its original position near the entrance  in the 

19th Century.



We know the names of 

everyone who was baptised 

in St. James since 1610



Pulpit
The Pulpit is dated 1633 

and like the font has 

moved around. In the 19th 

Century it was lowered 

from an apparently ñdizzy 

heightò and placed on the 

North side. In 1981 it was 

moved to its current 

position.

During the Civil War one 

minister was interrupted 

during his sermon and 

ejected by 

Parliamentarian soldiers.



Here are a few pictures from the 19th and 20th Centuries 

which show some of the changes                                                         

St. James in 1832
before the extension of the South Aisle


