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“Our Lord's conception of discipleship is not that we work for God, but that God works through us.” 

(Oswald Chambers) 

In closing his record of the sermon on the mount, Matthew turns to several uses by Jesus of a typical Jewish 

‘two ways’ approach to ethical teaching: narrow or wide, grape or thistle, sheep or wolf? We pick up the 

story with his final two examples. 

Read Matthew 7:21-29 

Looking first at verses 21-23, Jesus is very clear – that belief requires a response to be real. A thought 

echoed by James in emphasising that faith without works is dead (James 2:17). Not responding with action 

to our faith is just empty words and will be met accordingly by our Father. I rather think that verses 22 and 

23 are a typical, Hebrew parallel structure, essentially making the same point as verse 21 but in a different 

way. To fully know God is to enter into his will.  As Jesus himself said, “Anyone who loves me will obey my 

teaching.” (John 14:23).  

Those whom Jesus rejects because he does not know them appear, superficially at least, to be exactly those 

who have ‘done the will of the Father’. How could we identify where others are doing the great works 

outlined in verse 22 and yet do not know Jesus? What should be our response to them? 

Being inhabitants of western, twenty-first century society, it is all too easy to value someone by their 

‘contribution’ – what they have done. How can we overturn this thinking as we consider those both inside 

and beyond the church? After all, John records Jesus saying after the last supper, “And this is the way to 

have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth.” (John 17:3 – 

New Living Translation). What might help us focus more on knowing and being rather than doing? 

As we turn to the very familiar picture of two builders, we need to remember that for his hearers, this would 

have brought to mind the parable in Isaiah (28:14-18) where the prophet writes of a future foundation that 

would be put in place by God. It is surely significant that both Matthew and Luke use the same parable to 

wrap up the major section of teaching in their gospels. This placement does seem to make it clear that 

Jesus considered himself and his words as the foundation on which his followers should be building. What 

else are we tempted to use as the bedrock of our lives? 

That Jesus used this picture more than once seems clear from the small but significant differences in the 

accounts in the two gospels. For Luke, the key is less the location and more the approach – the builder has 

to dig down to the rock to find their foundation – a clay soil may seem solid enough in the summer but will 

quickly turn to mud in the winter rains. How do we avoid the temptation for easy, quick wins? 

As we visualise these two builders, it is hard not to fall into the modern western image of Christian life 

being as essentially a solo effort. How do we escape this and fully realise that discipleship is something that 

can only be practised in community?  What differences would we need to make at St James for this to fully 

be a reality? To stretch Jesus’ image a little, and using Newman’s thoughts below, we perhaps can ask the 

question, what is my/our house? 

“God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some work to me which He 

has not committed to another. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has 

not created me for naught. I shall do good, I shall do His work.” (Cardinal John Henry Newman)  

 


