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“Being a Christian is less about cautiously avoiding sin than about courageously and actively doing 

God’s will.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 

Read Matthew 9:9–13 

Most of us don’t get such an explicit call as Matthew, indeed we may not feel called at all. Do we 

sometimes see ourselves as called for salvation, but not see the rest of our life as a calling? 

One of the fundamental problems the church faces today is the mindset implanted over many decades 

(even centuries) that only some are called to ministry. Jesus’ parting words (“As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.” (John 20:21 (NRSV)) apply to all Christians. How can we get back to the understanding that every 

Christian is called to service with none being more ‘valuable’ than any other? You may find it helpful to 

reflect on Newman’s words quoted last week: “He has committed some work to me which He has not 

committed to another”. 

Would we respond in the same way as Matthew? Luke’s account (5:29) describes this as a “great banquet 

for Jesus.” However, for any respectable Jew his guest list sounded pretty disagreeable. Simply being there 

would almost certainly have left Jesus ritually unclean. Has the church become too nice? How often do we 

“eat with tax collectors and sinners”? Jesus wasn’t there to preach, simply to enjoy Matthew’s hospitality and 

engage with his guests. How much of a failing for the church today is our unwillingness to have meals (or 

some equivalent) with such as those invited by Matthew? 

In what ways does the church of today (the doctor) spend too much time ministering to itself (the healthy) 

and too little to those in need in society around us (the ill)? 

“Go and learn what this means” (v13), is a typical rabbinical formula used to highlight a call for reflection. In 

quoting Hosea’s words (Hosea 6:4–6), Jesus is not focussing on the surface meaning but rather the 

prophet’s underlying concern – the danger of a religion which is superficial, taken up with the external signs 

of faith but being light on the love and mercy which should be at its core. While Hosea’s use of mercy and 

sacrifice may strike us as a somewhat unusual pair for comparison, rendering the former as ‘steadfast love’ 

by several translators may illuminate the original thought better. How can we focus more clearly on the 

essentials and think less about what is, in reality, no more than stage dressing? 

This superficiality was a concern taken up by Hosea’s contemporary Amos when he wrote “Away with the 

noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness 

like a never-failing stream!” (Amos 5:23-24). How do we ensure the correct balance between the various 

aspects of our own lives as followers of Jesus? 

Matthew’s recording of Jesus quoting Hosea doesn’t feature in Mark or Luke’s record of the event – again 

highlighting Matthew’s focus on a community brought up in the Jewish faith. A call to reflect on words from 

the Jewish scriptures would have been meaningless to the gentile audience targeted by the others. How 

can we be similarly thoughtful in the way we frame our language to those in society around us? 

Finally, as Matthew welcomed Jesus into his community with a meal, how do we welcome people into our 

community? 

“The primary action of the church in the world is the action of its members in their daily work.”  

(Lesslie Newbigin) 

 


