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Matthew’s gospel: week 4 

Obedient discipleship w/c 25 September 2022  

“I didn’t go to religion to make me happy. I always knew a bottle of Port would do that. If you want a 

religion to make you feel really comfortable, I certainly don’t recommend Christianity.” (C. S. Lewis) 

Read Matthew 10:1–15 

Nowhere is the intention for us to be both disciples and apostles made clearer than in this passage from 

Matthew’s gospel: Jesus calls and he sends – apostle comes from the Greek meaning one who is sent; 

mission derives from the equivalent term in Latin. We are to come to him to gather round in worship, 

prayer and fellowship and so come to understand what it means to be his followers. We are then to go out 

as his witnesses and ambassadors, seeking to live out the five marks of mission as we: 

• tell the story of Jesus Christ 

• teach the faith of Jesus Christ 

• tend to the cares of the world 

• transform the unjust structure of society; and  

• treasure and safeguard the integrity of God’s creation 

How do we manage the rhythm of coming to Jesus and being sent out by him? And then, how do we 

discern where we are to be sent – what is usually referred to (perhaps confusingly) as our calling? In his 

book Abolishing the Laity, R. Paul Stevens describes a Christian’s calling as an “inner oughtness”, saying that, 

”The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” How 

might we recognise such gladness and hunger in our own lives?  

Turning back to the marks of mission; how might we as a church balance our efforts across all five marks? 

Matthew makes it clear that Jesus sent out the twelve on the same terms he himself was sent: the same 

words about healing and proclaiming the kingdom feature here as when Jesus’ own ministry is announced 

earlier in the gospel – see verses 4:17 & 23; 9:35. How much do we really take seriously the idea that we are 

sent out with the same mission as Jesus came to fulfil? John 20:21 makes this point crystal clear. 

It is worth dwelling for a while on this idea of the kingdom of heaven being near. This kingdom (like the 

equivalent phrase ‘kingdom of God’ used in the other gospels) does not refer to heaven itself but rather 

the establishment of God’s saving, ‘heavenly rule’ on earth itself – in place (in part) following the 

resurrection through the establishment of the church and the Holy Spirit’s presence with his people, but 

only to be fully realised at some future date. How do we hold these two in balance as we regularly pray, 

“Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10)? It may be helpful to understand the imperative nature of the verb 

used here - literally, the verse is “Let come the kingdom of You.”  

God calls every one of us to be a missionary disciple. Interestingly, the Greek words from which we derive 

our terms clergy and laity are both used in the New Testament to refer to all believers. As we consider our 

own mission, we note that Jesus’ command to these first apostles is to both preach and heal – word and 

deed are required. The coming of the kingdom brings wholeness to both spirit and body. R. Paul Stevens 

also noted that, “With a poor sense of God’s purpose and a low sense of the civic vocation, Christians today 

tend to focus on personal ministry and evangelism as the only true expression of the called life.” How do we 

regain a fully rounded view of the Christian life? 

“By practicing the spiritual disciplines, we prevent the world from filling our lives to such an extent that 

there is no place left to listen.”  (Henri Nouwen) 


