
We have different gifts according to the grace given to each of us (Rom 
12:6)

Activity: Have some paper ready. Spend some time, maybe the first 5 minutes writing down all of 
your talents, big or small, secret or obvious. 

Share: Would anyone like to share some of the talents they wrote down.


Read Matthew 25:14-30.

The word ‘talent’ or bag of gold was a unit of money equivalent to a labourer’s wage for 15 years. 
It was a significant amount for the master to entrust his servants with. Jewish listeners would have 
taken the parable to be about God (the master) and Israel (the servants). The scribes and 
Pharisees, who were thought to be the most holy, would have been the third servant who are 
hiding all the blessings God has bestowed on them for themselves. 


• How had God blessed the Israelites throughout the Old Testament? 

• In what ways had they hidden these blessings from others?


This parable, says Kenneth Bailey, is viewed differently through Jewish middle eastern eyes.  The 1

parable mirrors the journey of Herod the Great to Rome in 40 B.C. seeking Roman appointment 
as king. It was no sure thing. In fact Herods son Archelaus failed in his attempt to become king in 
4 B.C. Jesus used a political scene familiar to his audience. The servants have limited time before 
his return to prove their loyalty rather than profitability, that is assuming he will return. To set up a 
trade or investment in the masters name e.g. ‘Herod the Great’s rugs’ meant that you have set 
your allegiance to him. The wise thing to do in the time of political instability would be to bury the 
money and wait and see who will win the right to rule. Jesus is using the story to display a risky 
faithfulness where his loyal servants live boldly and publicly as his servants, even if it becomes 
unpopular to do so.  


The parable makes it clear that God expects us to use the gifts and talents we have been 
entrusted with in all environments. We are not to ignore them or just use them for ourselves.

• What are some ways you can use your gifts and talents to serve God?

• Do you feel like some of your gifts are difficult to use in the service of God?

• Have you ever asked God why you were given a particular gift?


Encourage one another and build each other up (1 Thess 5:11)


If you are willing split into smaller groups of 3-4 people. Take a moment to focus on one person at 
a time and tell them what talent God has given them. Try to be more specific than ‘you are nice’. 
What is it about them that you like? Look for a Godly characteristic or skill they have. Sometimes 
others can see gifts in us that we cannot see - we need a little help from our friends. 


Once you have shared your thoughts on that person, pray for them. Ask God to bless them and 
for God to show them how to further the kingdom of God in Taunton.


• How did that feel? Do you find it difficult to determine what your talents are? 

• How can St James Church help you to foster and use your talents?


Prayer: Thank God for the people of St James Church and all the gifts and talents that are on 
display (and hidden) here. Pray for the planning for the busy Christmas events coming up. 
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