
For some this weeks passage is uncomfortable. It speaks of Gods judgement, people separated 
into those heading for everlasting punishment or everlasting life, and what about the poor goats - 
they get a bad reputation in scripture don’t they. For other people it provides comfort that justice 
is done, that God does indeed reign over creation and promises everlasting life to those who 
follow him. 


• Read the passage Matthew 25. 31-46. How does it make you feel? 

• From this passage what is the criteria Jesus uses to measure those who are ‘saved’? 

• Is this how you normally think about what it means to be following Christ?


Donna (my wife) told me a story about a hospice Chaplain who met a lady who on approaching 
death confessed that she was scared that she was going to meet her abuser in heaven as he had 
died some years ago. She was hanging onto life with terminal cancer through fear of what was to 
come. The chaplain reassured her that she would not meet him and she would be safe there with 
her Father in heaven. She then let go and died peacefully. This story might raise many questions 
for you, let it sit with you as we continue. 


We are created to seek after justice. It’s a craving we have when we see atrocities happen, 
sometimes in almost real-time today with our deep interconnectedness. We seek it, pray for it, 
and work to find better ways to put it into practice. Justice is a complex thing though, everyone 
can have a different view on what is just, what the correct order or balance there should be in the 
world. Christian’s believe that God will eventually exercise justice on a worldwide scale and his 
judgement will be seen as just. The world will be put to rights.


• Do you think the world is becoming a more or less a just place to live?


Context - Sheep and goats? 

In the Middle East sheep and goats regularly graze together but need to be separated at night, so 
that the goats, being less hardy, can be kept warm. Jesus here is using the practice of a shepherd 
to explain something but what is this scene actually about? Let’s investigate!


The scene is the climax of a long discourse in which Jesus has denounced his own people for 
their failure in living as Gods people should. For most Jews the last judgement is about revisiting 
how foreign nations have treated Isreal. Judging the nations is regularly thought of as part of the 
messiahs task - psalm 2:8-12, Ezekiel 34:23-24 (where the messiah is also pictured as a 
shepherd). They would have been surprised to have the finger pointed back at them!


Some commentaries think that this is not about the second coming of Christ but to the events 
that are unfolding in the disciples generation. According to St Paul (1 Cor. 15:25-28) Jesus is 
already ruling the world as its rightful Lord. Could this passage of judgement therefore be about 
what is happening throughout human history, from the time of Jesus resurrection and ascension 
to the present. This is not to discount the idea of a final judgement day but that it comes forward 
to meet us. Just as we see and hope to see Gods kingdom breaking through today. 


Check in 

• Using Jesus list in Matthew 25: 34-36 share how you think we are doing as individuals, a church 

and a nation. What are we good at? Is there something we could be better at? Be careful in your 
conversations - remember God is the shepherd who judges others not us.


Prayer:  for the charities supported by St James Church - Taunton Debt Advice, Street PAStors, 
The Besom, Taunton Team Chaplaincy, Open Door, Taunton Youth for Christ.

Prayer: for our Christmas Events starting from the 3rd December.
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