
The Bible passage this week is a parable told by Jesus about the kingdom of 

God that seems quite alien to us. It is the one featuring ten bridesmaids and 

their lamps. Every culture has its own way of celebrating a wedding and there 

are some places in the Middle East, to this day, where the customs at a wedding 

are quite similar to the ones described here. Late night torchlight processions 

to a banquet are known to happen. Try not to get to hung up on the details of 

this parable, for example, what the oil in the lamp could stand for rather just 

know that the passage is all about being ready.  

If it is ok with you and your group, I want to take this opportunity to explore 

again the tool of Saint Ignatius’ prayerful reading of scripture using your 

imagination. We imagine ourselves as a character in the story. We take part in 

the story, seeing Jesus and all the other people, being aware of what’s going on 

and how we are feeling. The purpose of praying with the imagination is to allow 

Christ in the Scripture to speak to us. To bring the Gospel stories to life for us. 

We are not trying to recreate history. It doesn’t matter if your imagination takes 

the story off in a different direction to the Scripture. It doesn’t matter if the story 

takes place in 1st century Palestine or where we live now in the 21st century. 

What is important is what God wants to say to us through this passage. 

Sit and relax by focussing on your breathing for a few minutes so that you can 

contemplate the Gospel using your imagination. 

PRAYER 

Acknowledge you are in the presence of God by saying the following prayer: 

Direct O Lord and guide and influence all that is happening in my mind and 
heart during this time of prayer: all my moods and feelings, my memories and 
imaginings; my hopes and desires; may all be directed and influenced to your 
greater glory, praise and service and to my growth in your Spirit. 

Amen 

READ MATTHEW 23:3 

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. 

“Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your 

coming and of the end of the age?” 
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CONTEMPLATION 

Let us enter the scene and listen to Jesus tell us what will happen… (leader ask 

the group the following questions pausing between each one. Take your time.) 

Who are you in the scene? One of the disciples? One of the crowd? Perhaps a 

Scribe or a Pharisee? A follower of Jesus? Someone who is not mentioned in the 

passage? 

Where is Jesus talking? What are your surroundings? How far are you stood from 

Jesus, can you see him? He starts to speak… 

READ:  MATTHEW 25:1-13 

CONTEMPLATION 

Jesus mentions that the kingdom of heaven is like ten bridesmaids who took 

their lamps to meet the bridegroom. Five were foolish and did not bring extra 

oil. The other five were sensible and did bring extra oil with them. Which group 

do you associate with in this scene? Would you have brought extra oil with you? 

Would you have been prepared so that no matter what time the bridegroom 

came, you would have had light? Or did you assume that the bridegroom would 

come at the time he said he would, so you only brought the required amount of 

oil? 

Do you grow drowsy and fall asleep whilst you are waiting because the 

bridegroom is late? Are you excited when you are awoken by the cry that the 

bridegroom is here? Are you looking forward to seeing the bridegroom? Are you 

a bit nervous? Do you feel prepared? Or are you tense because you realise you 

do not have enough oil for your lamp? 

When Jesus mentions in the parable that the sensible bridesmaids refuse to give 

some of their oil to the foolish bridesmaids. Why do you think Jesus said this? 

Do you think they should have shared their resources?  

Do you feel sorry for the foolish bridesmaids who acted on the advice of the 

sensible ones to go and buy some oil but had left it too late? Faith is often 

defined by your present feelings, what is your present reality like?  
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Speak to Jesus about what is going on in your heart and mind regarding being 

prepared for his coming. Ask him to give you the wisdom to discern the here 

and now as it is there that we find God. Talk to Jesus about your readiness to 

find God in your daily life. 
SHARING 

Let us now share what we thought, felt etc. only if you are comfortable to do so. 

END PRAYER 

Suscipe of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, 

my memory, my understanding, 

and my entire will, 

All I have and call my own. 

You have given all to me. 

To you, Lord, I return it. 

Everything is yours; do with it what you will. 

Give me only your love and your grace, 

that is enough for me. 

St James Church Prayer request - pray for the Tearfund Quiz evening on Sat 19th 

November. 

Credit for much of this weeks contemplation goes to Monika Manser at St James Tiverton.. 
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