
Series: The Gospel of Matthew   –   ‘Tell what you hear and see’  (Advent 3)   

We considered last week who is it ‘The One Coming’, and our reading this week has John the Baptist 
asking a similar question; surely, as a prophet, he would know the answer? 

Read Matthew 11: 2-11                                                                                                                                                         
John is in prison, fearing he may be executed shortly, and the Messiah he was expecting should be 
now getting on with raising an army, overthrowing the King (Herod), and releasing him from prison. 
As the last of the Old Testament prophets, he has completed his assignment and ‘made the paths 
straight’ for the coming Messiah, but what Jesus is doing and saying does not tally with his expected 
role of the Messiah; Jesus is not doing anything of the sort. “Should we expect someone else” he 
asks? Jesus’ reply is important for John and us, “report to John what you hear and see”. ‘One living 
demonstration of the gospel is far better than a hundred explanations 
of many sermons’ (Jonathan Hayashi). This point keeps resurfacing in 
our current readings (is God perhaps saying something!) so this week                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                     

Jesus lists what he has been seen and heard to do (and, by omission, not doing). He affirms the role, 
pedigree and honour of John, but distances himself from an Elijah type role for himself (Elijah – a 
prophet of fire, sweeping away the priests of Baal), and points to the scriptures his messiahship is 
reflecting, which is our Old Testament reading this week. Read Isaiah 35: 1-10 

By pointing to these scriptures Jesus is emphasising both judgement with justice but also 
importantly what follows his justice, namely mercy, things made new, unbridled joy. Not that the 
Old Testament prophets are in any way diminished, but John is the last of the old order, God is doing 
something new. With John the old is complete, with Jesus the new has begun. It would seem that 
the role of John ‘to make straight paths for the messiah’s arrival’ has been passed on to all believers. 

“People may doubt what you say but they will believe what you do.” (Lauren) 

Prayer For support in prayer, money and supplies for the aid agencies working with the starving 
people in Somalia.                                                                                                                                         
Prayer For spiritual and physical strength for all church members working in various ways and many 
organisations supporting the needy in our community, particularly at this festive season. 

(The above draws heavily upon Tom Wright’s commentary ‘For Everyone’ on the Matthew passage) 
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 (a) try asking each group members to identify one thing they 
deliberately do which identifies anyone watching that they are 
Christian.                                                                                                                      
(b) After each member has spoken, would members say what they 
have learnt from listening to fellow members, and whether or not 
they think they could add these practices to their daily lives.            
(c) Who is the person/persons who you would point to with 
confidence as living a demonstrative Christian witness?                           

 

People outside the church today often have a mistaken view of the Messiah, and also the 
Messiah’s role. What would you say are the most common errors?   

Are you willing to make the pathway for Jesus to enter into someone you know and are 
praying for? Are you prepared for such preparations to be less than easy? (But the Holy Spirit 
will both guide and supply). What preparations will be needed? What humps and bumps in 
the path will you need to attempt to make straight? 

 


