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Read: Criminal ecord checks, safeguarding policies, training - as one church
Volunteer said, "W did't have al this in my day - we ust trusted each other-”

“Safeguarding is now a familiar word to most people who work and volunteer in
hurches and Christian ministy,but It hasn' aays been the case. So what's
changed? Why do we need it now? Why are churches making such a big deal
aboutit?

Group discussion: What does the word ‘safeguarding’ mesn to you?.

Personal reflecton: How relevant s safeguarding to my lfe?

s easy to think that abuse and neglect doesn't happen in our churches. But the
sad uth s that it can and does happen. I recent years, thariks to the many brave
people who have spoken out about the abuse they have experienced, we are now
much more aware of the extent 1o which abuse has taken place, and th fisks we.
need to be vighant of
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Read: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

1 Corinthians is a letter from Paul to the church he established in Corinth. Paul
‘wote it around 53-55 AD after receiving reports that the Christian community
there was struggling with the challenge of iving as a community of faith and
facing the reality of what it meant to be church together. Paul uses the image of

a body to help them understand how everyone, though different, has an important
partto play n being church.

Discussion questior

1. In what ways does the image of the body help us understand what it means to
be part of a church together?

2.1In verses 22-23 Paul talks about how we treat the parts of the body that are
‘weaker' and ‘less honorable’. What might this mean in the context of my
‘church community?

3.In verse 25 we read about the need to have equal ‘concern’ or ‘care' for
‘one another. How might we relate this to safeguarding and the church?

Within your church you will have people with specific responsibilities for
safeguarding who wil follow up any concerns. However, when it comes to
reducing the risk of harm or abuse happening, none of s should say, “Because
I'm not a... Safeguarding Lead, Church Leader, o Children’s/Youth/Adult worker..
Idon' have a rofe to play.”

Each of us can play a vital part whatever our role. Each of us can be the eyes and
ears for vulnerable people and support those who may be at risk.
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Further discussion:

‘Sometimes, knowing what to do n a situation sn' always straghtforward. We.
can worry about doing the wrong thing. The Bble encourages us 1o talk about any
concerns an 10 speak up when things aren' right (Proverbs 31:8), but t aso
Warns against the dangers of gossip (Proverbs 16:28).

5. Whatis the difference between gossip' and legitimately sharing concems?
How might these look diferent n the context of church?
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“.each one of you s a part of It 1 Corinthians 1227

Just ke the human body, which s made up of many parts allworking together,
we each have a part o play in helping o reate places that are saer or all.

s there anything your church should be doing differently?

Prayer

Dear Lord, Thank you that each ane of us is part of the body of Chrit. Help us as
We seek 10 show equa care and concen 1o one anather and play our part in
making your Church a safer place for everyone.

Amen.




